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By Masao Yamaguchi
Yomiuri Shimbun Stafl Writer

Taking care of your appﬁf‘_ft“}gge Cas
make you cheerful and p¢! 2 ;na'nd
you should especially keep t“sS in

1 0S.

when going through hardshy } ;

This belief is held by Yulélfro1 Kg}l(ke’
38, who runs a beauty parlc"atm Yo
focusing on providing hair f€3"i€nts
for people in their homes.

Under this service, which® fora"i’o-
men who cannot visit a bed!Y Parlor
due to illness or advanced S'E; ofﬁu—
ticians visit people’s house? er

places and offer various hair eatments
such as shampooing, cuing and
d)Ii'lcl)ligke started the busin~50nlh€r
own five years ago but nowmMpIoys
several stafl members. Each tm mem-
ber carries portable shampoclvﬂ?(S and
other equipment when theyisit cus-
tomers. _

Koike and her colleagues vidozens
of places a month and accepwokings
seven days a week. She asks stomers
to show her photographs of tm when
they were well. She also givadvice
about hairstyles.

She often observes customenith ini-
tially blank expressions eventllysmil-
ing after a long interval when thlook in
the mirror after having theiir cut.
They became more positive, sagthings
like, “I'll try to have my hair peed next
time,” or “I'd like to go out.”

Koike has received letters resipy
gratitude from her cus_tomefamily
members. “My mom is hejq 1§
again,” some of them say.

Koike herself was also savedp,
care. At 28, she spent half a Yiugiy

Caving, for both hair and mind

Knowledge of nursing
care helpful

To provide a home hair treatment service,
you should first and foremost acquire a beay-
tician’s license. Detailed rules are stipulated by
ordinances based on the laws regulating beay-
tician practice.

To become a beautician, you should attend a
vocational school designated for the profes-
sion by prefectural governors and pass the
state examination. After that, people usually
develop their skills while working at beauty
parlors. : ;

It is difficult to earn income from the home
hair treatment service unless you develop not
only beauty techniques, but also hospitality
skills.

Customers for home hair treatment service
include those who find it difficult to move
their body, so it is useful for beauticians to also
have knowledge of nursing care, in addition to
beauty treatments.

At Koike’s beauty parlor, all staff members
have undergone training programs to work as
beginner-level home helpers, or have passed the

national qualification exams for certified nurs-
ing care workers. Amid an aging society, de-

Yomiuri Shimbun photos mand for these kind of services will increase.

Yukiko Koike cuts hair at her beauty parlor in Toshima Ward, Tokyo.

Gunma Prefecture after a tumor was
found in her knee. She was in the prime
of her career, after being assigned to
work as the manager of a beauty parlor
in Tokyo. She isolated herself in the
house, wondering why she had to go
through this kind of challenge.

Koike was able to return to her career
thanks to the help of a junior beau-
tician who trimmed Koike’s disheveled
fringe by five centimeters when she vis-

ited. The haircut helped Koike feel like

she had returned to the person she used
be, and she eventually felt willing to

3 a. to;
wheelchair at her parents)uSe‘(’;n ‘%ﬁd‘ergo rehabilitation.
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This experience prompted Koike to
launch the mobile hair treatment ser-
vice, hoping to share the joy she felt
with many people.

Two years ago she opened her own
beauty parlor in the Sugamo district in
Toshima Ward, Tokyo. It was designed
to allow wheelchair users to receive
treatments without getting out of their
chairs. Her customers include those
who have regained the desire to go out
after receiving her home service.

“Thope I can help more and more
people smile with the power of beauty
treatment,” Koike said.
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Some.of Koike’s staff members, who she
describes as “more important treasures

than.anything," because they share her
passion
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